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English 9 Published Short Story Assignment Overview 
 

1. Write a short story that demonstrates the following: 
 

a. Understanding of how to apply the Elements of Western Narrative (see below) 
b. Understanding of how to apply a range of Literary Devices (see below) 
c. Understanding of how to apply the Western Narrative Three Act Structure (see 

below) 
d. Application of the Six Step Narrative Writing Process (see below) 
e. Approximation of the use of the Taxonomy of Creative Design (see below) 
f. Application of the Zone of Proximal Development when you self-reflect on the 

writing process and what you learned through this process (see below) 
 

2. Work through the entire process, which should include: 
 

a. Journal entries related to the story 
b. Rough notes related to the story 
c. Character studies / character development writings 
d. Notes on the premise that:  

i. State the point of view that you will use 
ii. Provide a rough description of the setting (focus on the “storyverse”) 

iii. Provide notes on the major plot points 
iv. State the theme of the story 

e. Rough draft (paper and pencil) that demonstrates that you have worked through 
the revision process 

f. Final manuscript – revised, edited, and ready for submission for publication 
(typed and printed, following the format for the assignment) 
 

3. Your story will be published on the course website and will be shared with others 
students. You have the option to password protecting it so that the public cannot read it 
without the password. You have the option of publishing under a different name from 
your own name. The story should: 
 

a. Be engaging 
b. Be original 
c. Follow the conventions of genre 
d. Reflect your own style and voice 
e. At best, be memorable (be jaw droppingly amazing to read or hear) 

 
4. When you have finished your story, you will reflect on the process and provide evidence 

that you worked through the process (all steps).  
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