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Branches of philosophy 

I. How this course is organized 

a. This course is practical, meaning that the focus is on how you can apply 

philosophical ways of thinking to your own life 

b. The point is to learn how different approaches to philosophy provide ways to 

think about and understand reality 

c. To stay practical, the course is organized around these questions: 

i. Do I exist? 

ii. Does anything exist? 

iii. Does knowledge exist? 

iv. What is the nature of knowledge? 

v. Do I have rights? 

vi. What is justice? 

vii. What is a “good life”? 

d. For the philosopher, the way you ask and answer the first questions provides the 

basis for asking and answering the later questions. The first questions, which are 

abstract and distant from the decisions you will make in your life, must be 

answered to get to the later, directly practical, questions about your studies, rights, 

expectations, and course of a “good life”. 

II. The branches of Western philosophy1 that are covered in this course are: 

 
1 Societies and cultures globally engage in systematic (holistic) and rigorous philosophical research and 
scholarship. This course focuses on Western traditions because (a) the Western philosophical tradition is one 
of many traditions globally and, like the others, is worth learning about; (b) the history of Western scholarship 
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a. Metaphysics: Study of existence 

i. Metaphysics (a main branch, the study of existence) 

ii. Cosmology (subbranch of metaphysics, the study of the physical universe) 

iii. Ontology (subbranch of metaphysics, the study of what there is) 

1. “Ontology is thus a philosophical discipline that encompasses 

besides the study of what there is and the study of the general 

features of what there is also the study of what is involved in 

settling questions about what there is in general, especially for the 

philosophically tricky cases” (Thomas2). 

b. Epistemology: Study of knowledge 

i. Epistemology (a main branch, the study of the nature of knowledge) 

1. “Plato’s epistemology was an attempt to understand what it was to 

know, and how knowledge (unlike mere true opinion) is good for 

the knower. Locke’s epistemology was an attempt to understand 

the operations of human understanding, Kant’s epistemology was 

an attempt to understand the conditions of the possibility of human 

understanding, and Russell’s epistemology was an attempt to 

 
is easily accessible because of its basis in written documentation (which is widely available through open 
academic practices of scholars) and because of how Western societies organize scholarship through 
universities and the university tradition (making the body of knowledge easily accessible); and (c) students at 
CHSS are educated on Ts'msyen and other Indigenous world views and philosophic traditions through other 
courses, including EFP 10, EFP 12, Sm'algyax, BC First Nations, and other courses, so that this and the other 
courses provide students with “two-eyed” ways of understanding both European cultural traditions and 
Ts'msyen and other Indigenous cultural traditions in learning how to navigate and understand the Canada 
they live in today. 
2 Hofweber, Thomas, "Logic and Ontology", The Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy (Summer 2023 Edition), 
Edward N. Zalta & Uri Nodelman (eds.), URL = <https://plato.stanford.edu/archives/sum2023/entries/logic-
ontology/>. 
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understand how modern science could be justified by appeal to 

sensory experience” (Steup and Neta3). 

c. Axiology: Study of value (value theory) 

i. “The term “value theory” is used in at least three different ways in 

philosophy. In its broadest sense, ‘value theory’ is a catch-all label used to 

encompass all branches of moral philosophy, social and political 

philosophy, aesthetics, and sometimes feminist philosophy and the 

philosophy of religion” (Schroeder4). 

ii. Polity (political philosophy) 

iii. Ethics 

iv. Aesthetic 

1. “Introduced into the philosophical lexicon during the Eighteenth 

Century, the term ‘aesthetic’ has come to designate, among other 

things, a kind of object, a kind of judgment, a kind of attitude, a 

kind of experience, and a kind of value” (Shelley5). 

v. “What is a ‘good life’?” 

III. Tools for thinking (we will cover more tools all term) 

a. Argument and Argumentation 

 
3 Steup, Matthias and Ram Neta, "Epistemology", The Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy (Fall 2025 Edition), 
Edward N. Zalta & Uri Nodelman (eds.), URL = 
<https://plato.stanford.edu/archives/fall2025/entries/epistemology/>. 
4 Schroeder, Mark, "Value Theory", The Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy (Fall 2025 Edition), Edward N. 
Zalta & Uri Nodelman (eds.), URL = <https://plato.stanford.edu/archives/fall2025/entries/value-theory/>. 
5 Shelley, James, "The Concept of the Aesthetic", The Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy (Spring 2022 
Edition), Edward N. Zalta (ed.), URL = <https://plato.stanford.edu/archives/spr2022/entries/aesthetic-
concept/>. 
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i. “An argument can be defined as a complex symbolic structure where some 

parts, known as the premises, offer support to another part, the conclusion. 

Alternatively, an argument can be viewed as a complex speech act 

consisting of one or more acts of premising (which assert propositions in 

favor of the conclusion), an act of concluding, and a stated or implicit 

marker (“hence”, “therefore”) that indicates that the conclusion follows 

from the premises” (Dutilh Novaes6). 

1. Types of Arguments 

a. Deduction 

b. Induction 

c. Abduction 

d. Analogy 

e. Fallacies 

2. 3. Types of Argumentations 

a. Adversarial and cooperative argumentation 

b. Argumentation as an epistemic practice 

c. Consensus-oriented argumentation 

d.  Argumentation and conflict management 

 

 

 
6 Dutilh Novaes, Catarina, "Argument and Argumentation", The Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy (Fall 
2022 Edition), Edward N. Zalta & Uri Nodelman (eds.), URL = 
<https://plato.stanford.edu/archives/fall2022/entries/argument/>. 


