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EFP 10 – New Media and Literary Studies 
Mr. Kertes (Room 308)       tom.kertes@sd52.bc.ca 
TomKertes.ca        778-884-5343 

Course Overview 

1. Using film and other new media, learn about themes and topics of First Nations people, including 
narrative of the Ts'msyen, other Sm'algya̱x speaking Peoples, and other North Coast First Nations.  

2. View films by First Nations authors and directors, learn oral and visual First Nations traditional and 
contemporary narrative, produce and study new media artifacts, and create media projects.  

3. Study First Peoples literature.  
4. Explore personal and cultural identities, histories, stories, and connections to land and place. 

PARENTS/GUARDIANS: Mark These Dates… 

Informal Meet and Greet for Parents/Guardians: 
 
Students and their parent/guardian(s) are invited to attend the informal meet and greet at the start of each 
semester. Come by anytime during the meet and greet – there is no need to RSVP. 
 

• Semester 1: Thursday Sept. 10 from 3:15-5:00 PM and 7:00-8:30 PM (in room 308) 
• Semester 2: Thursday Feb. 4 from 3:15-5:00 PM and 7:00-8:30 PM (in room 308) 

 
If you cannot attend the scheduled meet and greet, please feel free to call Mr. Kertes at 788-884-5343 to 

schedule a conference or to meet over the phone. You can also email tom.kertes@sd52.bc.ca.  
 

Student-Led Conferences for Parents/Guardians: 
 
Students have the option of completing a self-assessment and student-led conference with their 
parent/guardian or a peer. If your child opts to do this, you are invited to attend their conference on the date 
below.  
 
Conferences are drop-in (no need to RSVP) and the conference usually takes about 15 minutes from start to 
finish. Students (and parents/guardians) may also schedule a conference on one of the make-up days as an 
alternative. 
 

• Semester 1: Thursday Nov. 19 from 3:15-5:00 PM and 7:00-8:30 PM (in room 308) 
• Semester 2: Thursday April 22 from 3:15-5:00 PM and 7:00-8:30 PM (in room 308) 

 
Students earn +5 points on their final mark for completing the self-assessment and student-led 

conference, and this is a great way for your child to share their learning with family! 
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Calendar 

 

Units 

• Unit I: Introduction: Fundamentals of New Media and Literary Studies 
• Unit II: Overview: Assignments, Marking, and Grading 
• Unit III: Storytelling (My Story) 
• Unit IV: Film Studies (Language and Place) 
• Unit V: Creative Writing (Short Stories) 
• Midterm Week – Textual Analysis and Literary Studies 
• Unit VI: Expository Essay 
• Unit VII: Textual Analysis Essay  
• Unit VIII: Public Speaking 
• Final Week – Thinking Made Visible 
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Readings 

1. Read The Power of Story (Johnson).  
a. This is done in class, usually at the start of each period on Mondays and Fridays.  
b. After each reading, write a ten-minute journal reflection. 
c. If you miss a reading day, be sure to read what you missed at home and to write your journal 

entry as homework. 
d. Part II of the Final Exam draws extensively from this reading and your reflections on it. 

2. Read the short stories in Moccasin Square Gardens (Van Camp). 
a. This is done as homework, not in class.  
b. Use the notes template to take notes as you read the stories. 
c. Part II of the Final Exam draws extensively from this reading and your reflections on it. 

3. There are sixteen readings, posted on TomKertes.ca, that are assigned as the course proceeds. 
a. Go to the website to download the readings. The password is “chss”.  
b. Read these at home (not during class).  
c. Take notes for each reading using the format provided (describe, explain, connect, and reflect). 
d. There is a quiz for each set of two readings. Turn in your notes with the quiz. 

Quizzes 

1. The quiz for each set of readings is marked pass/fail (using the pass/fail scale below). 
2. Responses must be legible, must make sense, and must be accurate (in terms of key concepts or course 

content). Spelling is not marked. As a rule of thumb, demonstrate approximately 80% accuracy to 
achieve a passing mark.  

3. If you miss a quiz, you can make it up on scheduled make up afternoon or on a make-up day. 

Literature Circles, Storytelling Exercises, and Presentations 

1. There are three storytelling practice days, one storytelling rehearsal day, and one storytelling day (visit 
an elementary school). Each exercise is required and is marked pass/fail. If you are absent, be sure to 
make-up any missed exercises on the make-up days.  

2. There are five literature circles. Participation in at least four literature circles is required. Literature 
circles are marked pass/fail. If you are absent for a required literature circle, be sure to make up any 
missed literature circles on the make-up days. 

Journal Entries 

1. There are usually two lectures each week (on varying days). For each lecture, take notes in your journal. 
2. The notes are posted online. If you miss a lecture, be sure to copy the notes into your journal. 
3. On journal days, answer the prompt in your journal. You may use your notes when answering. There are 

seven journal days over the semester. Journal notes and journal entries are marked pass/fail.  
4. Journals must be written in-class. You can attend a make-up afternoon or make-up day to complete a 

missing journal if you are absent on a journal day. 

Exam Prep Study Guides 

1. There are two exam prep days over the semester. Exam prep is marked pass/fail.  
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2. For each exam prep day, complete the study guide and learning inventory. You will use the inventory 

when completing your learning story. 

Learning Stories 

1. There for two learning stories over the semester. Each learning story is marked 5.0 (Complete), 6.5 
(+Describe), 7.5 (+Explain), 8.5 (+Connect/Reflect), or 9.5 (+Metacognition/Synthesis). 

2. For each learning story, write a detailed reflection of your learning over the course of the semester. Use 
key terms. Apply the Levels of Analysis to your own theory of your own learning. 

Mid-Term Exam and Final Exam 

1. There are two exams over the semester. The exam includes applications, analysis, and key concepts. 
There are two parts for the mid-term exam and three parts of the final exam. Each part is marked 5.0 
(Complete), 6.5 (+Describe), 7.5 (+Explain), 8.5 (+Connect/Reflect), or 9.5 (+Metacognition/Synthesis). 

Presentations and Essays 

1. Expository Essay 
a. First, complete an expository essay (the essay itself must meet the criteria for 50+, 62+, or 75+). 

Once the essay is completed, you will be assessed again, based on an interview and written self-
assessment of your writing process and the overall quality of your analysis and 
research/evidence. The interview and self-assessment are marked +0, +1, +2, +3, +4, or +5 based 
on the criteria below. Your grade is most influenced by the second assessment, not the essay 
itself. 

b. Your essay must demonstrate the inputs (5 Fs), processes (6 Stages), outputs (7 Cs), and 
functions (Levels of Analysis) of literary studies (theoretical, systemic, and rigorous pre-
university reading of the text, subtext, context, and meta-text). 

c. You must provide evidence of the research process, and you must provide multiple drafts (with 
revision), notes, journals, reflections, and other artifacts of the research/revision process. 

2. Textual Analysis Essay 
a. First, complete a textual analysis essay (the essay itself must meet the criteria for 50+, 62+, or 

75+). Once the essay is completed, you will be assessed again, based on an interview and written 
self-assessment of your writing process and the overall quality of your analysis and 
research/evidence. The interview and self-assessment are marked +0, +1, +2, +3, +4, or +5 based 
on the criteria below. Your grade is most influenced by the second assessment, not the essay 
itself. 

b. Your essay must demonstrate the inputs (5 Fs), processes (6 Stages), outputs (7 Cs), and 
functions (Levels of Analysis) of literary studies (theoretical, systemic, and rigorous pre-
university reading of the text, subtext, context, and meta-text). 

c. You must provide evidence of the research process, and you must provide multiple drafts (with 
revision), notes, journals, reflections, and other artifacts of the research/revision process. 

3. Presentation (Public Speaking) 
a. First, prepare and give a speech or an alternate presentation (the presentation itself must meet the 

criteria for 50+, 62+, or 75+). Once the presentation is completed, you will be assessed again, 
based on an interview and written self-assessment of your writing process and the overall quality 
of your analysis and research/evidence. The interview and self-assessment are marked +0, +1, 
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+2, +3, +4, or +5 based on the criteria below. Your grade is most influenced by the second 
assessment, not the essay itself. 

b. Your presentation must demonstrate the inputs (5 Fs), processes (6 Stages), outputs (7 Cs), and 
functions (Levels of Analysis) of literary studies (theoretical, systemic, and rigorous pre-
university reading of the text, subtext, context, and meta-text). 

c. You must provide evidence of the research process, and you must provide multiple drafts (with 
revision), notes, journals, reflections, and other artifacts of the research/revision process. 

Marking 

1. Most assignments and assessments are marked pass/fail and some are marked according to the Levels of 
Analysis Marking Scale. 

2. This course is a content-based and process-based course. You are expected to learn foundational 
concepts and skills that are related to understanding how to read and write at the high school and pre-
university levels. For this reason, use of chatbots and other AI tools is not allowed for any assignments 
or assessments that are marked for grading purposes. While there are many productive applications of 
AI, the point of the exercises in this introductory course is to help you learn the content and writing 
process, which you must do to learn. 

3. Most readings are done at home. All other work is to be done in-class, including essays and 
presentations. Time is provided to work on assignments during class.  

4. Written work is to be completed using paper and pencil (not typed). Individual supports are provided, 
such as for students with IEPs. You must use only the textbook, readings, and books in the 
school/classroom or public library. Online sources for research, unless reviewed by the teacher, are not 
allowed. 

5. You may redo an assignment or assessment without penalty, but not after the end of a unit (if you have 
missing work after a unit is completed, you must do an alternate assignment during Study Hall instead). 

6. If you have a planned absence, it is usually easiest to complete it early (before the end of the unit). 
7. If you have missing or incomplete work after the end of a unit, you must complete an alternate 

assignment/assessment during a study hall (lunch on almost all Tuesdays and Thursdays in room 308) to 
receive credit. 

8. It is possible to achieve a grade of 50, based on completing most of the work (that is required for a 65), 
at an approximate level of understanding. This means that you are “on-track” even if not meeting all 
course requirements for a grade of 65 or higher.  

Pass/Fail Marking Scale 
Pass Fail 

- Assignment is complete 
- All criteria are met 
- Curricular competency is demonstrated 
- You can apply the key concepts and/or key skills in other 

contexts 

- Assignment is not complete 
- All criteria are not met 
- Curricular competency is not demonstrated 
- You cannot apply the key concepts and/or key skills in 

other contexts 
 

Levels of Analysis Marking Scale 
5.0 

(Complete) 
6.5  

(+Describe) 
7.5 

(+Explain) 
8.5  

(+Connect/Reflect) 
9.5 

(+Metacognition/Synthesis) 
- Assignment is 

completed (all 
steps are 
completed at 
level required to 
demonstrate 

- Criteria for 5.0 
are met and… 

- Your level of 
understanding is 
demonstrated 
using evidence 

- Criteria for 5.0 
and 6.5 are met 
and… 

- Your level of 
understanding is 
demonstrated 

- Criteria for 5.0, 
6.5, and 7.5 are 
met and… 

- Your level of 
understanding is 
demonstrated 

- Criteria for 5.0 and 
6.5 are met and… 

- Your level of 
understanding is 
demonstrated using 
evidence at the 
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curricular 
competency) 

at the “describe 
level” of analysis 

using evidence 
at the “explain 
level” of analysis 

using evidence 
at the “connect 
level” and 
“reflect level” of 
analysis 

“metacognition level” 
and “synthesis level” 
of analysis 

 

Grading 

- Your grade is based on base + self-assessment and student-led conference (+5) + presentation/essay 
(+0 to +5).  

- Base assignments and assessments are required. The other assignments and assessments are (mostly) 
optional. (For a grade higher than 85, you must complete [+0 or higher] the presentation and essays.) 

Base: 45* (IE) Base: 62* (C) Base: 68* (C+) Base: 80* (B) Base: 90* (A) 
- Complete all 

“50 Plan” 
assignments 

- Attend most 
classes and 
attend study hall 
if required to 
catch up 

- Produce quality 
work that shows 
your learning and 
growth 

- presentation 
(public speaking), 
textual analysis 
essay, and 
expository essay 
(at 50+ criteria) 

Achieve a mark of “pass” 
for: 
 

- Complete 7 
journals 

- Complete 4 
literature circles 

- Participate in all 
the storytelling 
exercises 

- Complete 8 
quizzes 

- Complete 2 exam 
study guides 

- Complete the 
presentation 
(public speaking), 
textual analysis 
essay, and 
expository essay 
(at 62+ criteria) 

Achieve a mark of “pass” 
for: 
 

- Complete 7 
journals 

- Participate in all 
the storytelling 
exercises 

- Complete 8 
quizzes 

- Complete 2 exam 
study guides 

- Complete the 
presentation 
(public speaking), 
textual analysis 
essay, and 
expository essay 
(at 62+ criteria) 

Achieve a mark of “pass” 
for: 
 

- Complete 7 
journals 

- Participate in all 
the storytelling 
exercises 

- Complete 8 
quizzes 

- Complete 2 exam 
study guides 

- Complete the 
presentation 
(public speaking), 
textual analysis 
essay, and 
expository essay 
(at 75+ criteria) 

Achieve a mark of “pass” 
for: 
 

- Complete 7 
journals 

- Participate in all 
the storytelling 
exercises 

- Complete 8 
quizzes 

- Complete 2 exam 
study guides 

- Complete the 
presentation 
(public speaking), 
textual analysis 
essay, and 
expository essay 
(at 80+ criteria) 

Complete the following 
(pass): 
 

- Learning story 
- Midterm exam 
- Final exam 

Achieve an average of 
≤ 6.5 for: 
 

- Learning story 
- Midterm exam 
- Final exam 

 
The following work must 
be completed (see above) 
and then are scored +0 to 
+5: 
 

- Expository Essay 
- Textual Analysis 

Essay 
- Presentation 

Achieve an average of 
≤7.5 for: 
 

- Learning story 
- Midterm exam 
- Final exam 

 
The following work must 
be completed (see above) 
and then are scored +0 to 
+5: 
 

- Expository Essay 
- Textual Analysis 

Essay 
- Presentation 

Achieve an average of  
≤ 8.5 for: 
 

- Learning story 
- Midterm exam 
- Final exam 

 
The following work must 
be completed (see above) 
and then are scored +0 to 
+5: 
 

- Expository Essay 
- Textual Analysis 

Essay 
- Presentation 

Achieve an average of 
≤ 9.5 for: 
 

- Learning story 
- Midterm exam 
- Final exam 

 
The following work must 
be completed (see above) 
and then are scored +0 to 
+5: 
 

- Expository Essay 
- Textual Analysis 

Essay 
- Presentation 

* 45+5=50 (C-) * 62+5=67 (C+) * 68+5=73 (B) * 80+5=85 (B) * 90+5=95 (A) 
+5 for completing the self-
assessment and student-
led conference 

+5 for completing the self-
assessment and student-
led conference 

+5 for completing the self-
assessment and student-
led conference 

+5 for completing the self-
assessment and student-
led conference 

+5 for completing the self-
assessment and student-
led conference 

 +0 to +5 (Optional Presentation and Essays) 
Not available for base 
grade under 62 

62+0=62 … 62+5=67 
67+0=67 … 67+5=72 
68+0=68 … 68+5=73 
73+0=73 … 73+5=78 
80+0=80 … 80+5=80 
85+0=85 … 85+5=85 
90+0=90 … 90+5=95 
95+0=95 … 95+5=100 
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* Note on marking and grading for the presentation, textual analysis essay, and expository essay: For these three assignments, 
you must complete all three receive any credit. Each assignment is marked +0, +1, +2, +3, +4, and +5 and are then averaged and 
rounded down. Once averaged, add the score to the grade (base grade + self-assessment/student-led conference + optional plus). 

+0 (silver) +1 (palladium) +2 (iridium) +3 (gold) +4 (platinum) +5 (rhodium) 
A +0 paper/presentation 
is a high school level 
paper and therefore 
demonstrates mastery of 
the LOAs, 5 Fs, 7 Cs, 
and 6 Stages; Is based 
on a theoretical analysis 
that explains (supported 
by rigorous and 
systematic analysis) and  
evidence includes 
multiple strands and is 
clearly connected to your 
theory (the theory is well 
supported using sound 
reasoning and other 
evidence) 

All criteria of +0 are 
met and your theory 
reflects understanding 
of how the question 
you ask relates to 
practical applications 
that take multiple 
points of view into 
account, meaning that 
you pay special 
attention to counter 
arguments and 
significance. 

All criteria of +0 and 
+1 are met and your 
theory reflects 
synthesis of several 
key theories or skills 
covered in the 
course, taking these 
ideas a “step 
beyond” by relating 
to other (seminal) 
works related to 
course topics, 
themes, and 
theories (in relation 
to your theory), while 
remaining focused 
on your own thesis, 
meaning that you 
pay special attention 
to synthesis. 

All criteria of +0, +1, 
and +2 are met and 
you pay special 
attention to writing a 
concise, coherent, 
and cohesive paper 
without excluding 
anything that is 
significant; at this 
level your style and 
other elements of 
writing not only 
convey meaning but 
also elegance, 
meaning that the 
paper “comes to life” 
in a way that is 
uniquely yours while 
also especially clear 
and focused. 

All criteria of +0, +1, 
+2, and +3 are met 
and the paper 
approaches being a 
unique and original 
contribution to 
scholarship, making 
the paper not only 
elegant and 
persuasive, but also 
memorable; it leaves 
the reader satisfied 
but wanting more and 
will be with the reader 
for decades. 

A near flawless 
execution of +0, +1, 
+2, +3, and +4, 
meaning that the 
paper could be 
published in a 
research journal on 
the scholarship of 
philosophy, and if 
published if would 
likely be cited by 
many other scholars 
who are researching 
ideas related to your 
paper. 

 

Other Course Policies: 

1. To ensure that class discussions respect different points of view, are respectful, and  are inclusive, please 
be sure to: 

a. Respect the school rules that prohibit inappropriate speech, disrespectful speech, discriminatory 
speech, and/or hate speech (for definitions of these terms, please see the handout that is provided 
at the start of the term on Respectful Conduct During Class Discussions). 

b. Also, be sure to follow the course guidelines around speaking and listening: 
i. Participate in Open Inquiry 

1. This course is participatory and based on oral language (speaking and listening) 
2. There are (generally) not “right answers” but the course requires that you engage 

in respectful, systematic, and rigorous thinking, speaking, and listening (note that 
the key concepts test does have right/wrong answers) 

ii. Freely Exchange Ideas 
1. Through the open expression of ideas, we gain knowledge and understanding as a 

society 
iii. Respect Viewpoint Diversity 

1. The point of dialogue is mutual listening 
iv. Engage in Constructive Disagreement 

1. Compassion 
2. Curiosity 
3. Humility 
4. Evidence-based reasoning 

2. Please refer to the CHSS Code of Conduct and other SD52 policies to learn more about expectations for 
students at CHSS. 

3. Individual supports are available, including for students with an IEP. If you require additional support, 
please let the teacher know. 

4. This course is two courses combined into one (EFP 10 Literary Studies and EFP 10 New Media). The 
grade for each course is the same, based on your overall performance between the two courses. 
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5. For more information on the course, visit: https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum/english-language-

arts/10/efp-new-media and https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum/english-language-arts/10/efp-
literary-studies.   

6. For information on grading and reporting, visit: https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/education-
training/k-12/administration/legislation-policy/public-schools/student-reporting.  


