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What is philosophy & Tools for philosophers

I.  What philosophy is for this course

a. Philosophy is the body of scholarship that helps you understand and explain

reality, using a process for understanding and explaining that is:

L.

ii.

1il.

1v.

systematic (looks at things holistically, parts to whole, connections and
interactions)

rigorous (logical, using critical, process of inquiry)

scholarly (dialogue, constructive, collective, aimed at knowing, aimed at
gaining and sharing knowledge)

based in reality (philosophy develops theories that explain reality, that
make sense, that stand up to scrutiny, and therefore serve the practical
purpose of knowing, being based in truth/reality ~ which is not easy and

we are often wrong)

b. The purpose of this course is to help you:

L.

ii.

1il.

1v.

V.

V.

Vil.

Understand complex things

Explain complex things

Discuss complex things with other people

Clarify your thinking, to improve how you solve problems

See how philosophical ways of thinking are built into society

See how philosophical concepts shape you and your society (your ways
of thinking, and your own behaviour) (even without you knowing)

Answer questions about things that you are curious about
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c. You will learn how different approaches to philosophy provide ways to think

about and understand reality
II.  How philosophy is generally understood

a. “Philosophy pursues questions in every dimension of human life, and its
techniques apply to problems in any field of study or endeavor” (American
Philosophical Association').

b. “Itis a reasoned pursuit of fundamental truths, a quest for understanding, a
study of principles of conduct. It seeks to establish standards of evidence, to
provide rational methods of resolving conflicts, and to create techniques for
evaluating ideas and arguments” (American Philosophical Association?).

c. “Philosophy develops the capacity to see the world from the perspective of other
individuals and other cultures; it enhances one's ability to perceive the
relationships among the various fields of study; and it deepens one's sense of the
meaning and variety of human experience” (American Philosophical
Association?).

III.  Tools of philosophy:
a. READING
i. High school reading
1. Use features of text to skip and skim

2. Use features of text to identify the main points

" https://www.apaonline.org/page/undergraduates
2 https://www.apaonline.org/page/undergraduates

3 https://www.apaonline.org/page/undergraduates
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3. Take notes (including outlines) when reading

4. Read to understand (use reading to learn about things)

5. Read to remember (meaning: what you read results in you
learning about it)

6. Summarize key points

ii. Pre-university reading

1. Pre-university reading builds on high school reading (meaning that
it builds on features of text, reading process [re-reading], note
taking, reading to learn, reading to remember, etc.)

2. Pre-university reading is reading “between the lines” using text,
context, subtext, and meta-text

3. Pre-university reading is a rigorous and systematic process, you
read as part of a system (scholarship, the production of knowledge)
and through systematic and rigorous analysis (LOAs, theory) you
use reading to research (to understand, to explain, to know, to
produce knowledge)

4. Pre-university reading is a synthesis of the text, context, subtext,
and meta-text

iii. University reading*
1. Conceptual/empirical distinction
a. Conceptual refers to theory (thoughts, ideas)

i. Explain: Why? How?

4 Read more at https://miamioh.edu/howe-center/hwc/writing-resources/disciplinary-writing-
guides/philosophy.html
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ii. Connect: How does it connect?

iii. Reflect: Why does it matter?

iv. Meta-cognition: How do I know?

v. Synthesis: How does it combine?

b. Empirical refers to evidence (facts)
i. Describe: Who? What? Where? When? How many?
2. Transformative/conceptual reading
3. Critical/interpretive reading
b. WRITING?
i. High school writing
1. Summarize
2. Identify key points
3. Paraphrase (put into your own words)
4. Comprehend
ii. Pre-university writing
1. You use evidence (filler) to support your thesis (and your thesis
must be theoretical)
2. Your thesis is a synthesis of the key ideas and the evidence of your
research

3. The writing process demonstrates that applied the Levels of

Analysis and the Six Stages

5 Much of the writing section comes from https://miamioh.edu/howe-center/hwc/writing-
resources/disciplinary-writing-guides/philosophy.html.
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4. Your writing/research centred on reading-to-know and writing-to-
think, which is evidenced in your notes, outline, drafts, and
revisions

iii. University writing
1. Distinguishing between the conceptual and the empirical®

a. “conceptual” is another term for “theoretical”

b. conceptual questions cannot be answered using facts alone

c. “aconcept is the object of a thought, not something that is
present to the senses”

d. “empirical” means “gained through experience”

e. Examples of concepts: justice, truth, beauty

f. Conceptual questions ask about the nature of something,
how something is the way that it is

g. “In papers, you will often be asked to consider concepts, to
analyze and unpack the way in which philosophers use
them, and perhaps to compare them across texts. For
example, you might be asked, ‘Do animals have rights?’
This question asks you to consider what a right is, and
whether it is the sort of thing an animal ought to or even
could have. It does not ask whether or not there are laws on
the books that actually give these rights. It also does not ask

for your opinion on this question, but for a reasoned

5 Read more: https://miamioh.edu/howe-center/hwc/writing-resources/disciplinary-writing-
guides/philosophy-methods-tools.html
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position that draws on philosophical concepts and texts for
support” (Howe Writing Center).
2. Distinguishing between descriptive and normative statements
a. Descriptive statements describe (how things are)
b. Normative statements say what something should be (how
things should be)
3. Other aspects of university-level writing:
a. Assuming something for the sake of argument
b. Logical validity
c. Thought experiments
d. Making conceptual distinctions and connections
e. Tracing the genealogy of ideas
4. University level writing criteria: “We find writers to be credible
when they:
a. situate themselves within a scholarly debate,
b. use conceptual analysis,
c. present a logically valid argument, and
d. charitably consider opposing positions” (Howe Writing
Center)’.
5. “Effective writing in our field tends to walk you through a
sequence of thoughts about a question or problem, and may

consider multiple sides, even those that the author disagrees with.

7 https://miamioh.edu/howe-center/hwc/writing-resources/disciplinary-writing-guides/philosophy.html
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Ultimately the goal is to draw you in and transform your thinking”
(Howe Writing Center®).

c. REASONING

i. Knowledge
1. We will spend lots of time on the meaning(s) of “knowledge” — as
this is one of the major questions of philosophy (what is
knowledge?, what is the nature of knowledge?, does knowledge
exist?, etc.)
ii. Inquiry
1. Inquiry simply means “looking into something” and you must
inquire to learn... scholarship is a rigorous and systematic form of
inquiry that can lead us to knowledge (to know, to understsand, to
explain, and to predict/prepare for reality)
iii. Dialogue® (also see the dialogue tool below)
1. Dialogue is the process of listening to the perspectives and
reasonings of others
2. Dialogue is part of how you come to an understanding and
explanation of things (dialogue is a both a reasoning tool and a tool
in its own right, see below for more on dialogue)

iv. Theory (conceptual thinking) (thoughts, concepts, ideas)

8 https://miamioh.edu/howe-center/hwc/writing-resources/disciplinary-writing-guides/philosophy.html
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1. Theory is simple and yet powerful. The word “theory” has
different meanings. In this class, theory means “a systematic and
rigorous explanation of how things really are”.

v. Other reasoning tools:

1. Logic

2. Evidence

3. Systems and models

vi. Critical thinking

1. Critical thinking is the objective analysis and evaluation of an

issue to form a reasoned judgment.

Point of View
frame of reference, el
; goal,
perspective, . e
orientation )
Implications and Question at issue
Consequences Elements problem, issue
- of
Assumptions Thought Information
presupposition, data, facts,
taking for granted observations,
experiences
Concepts
theories,  nterpretation

deﬁnltlor!s,a‘xmms, and inference
laws, principles,

conclusions,
models

solutions

® https://www.criticalthinking.org/files/Concepts_Tools.pdf
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d. DIALOGUE
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Could you elaborate further?
Could you give me an example?
Could you illustrate what you mean?

How could we check on that?
How could we find out if that is true?
How could we verify or test that?

Could you be more specific?
Could you give me more details?
Could you be more exact?

How does that relate to the problem?
How does that bear on the question?
How does that help us with the issue?

What factors make this a difficult problem?
What are some of the complexities of this question?
What are some of the difficulties we need to deal with?

Do we need to look at this from another perspective?
Do we need to consider another point of view?
Do we need to look at this in other ways?

Does all this make sense together?
Does your first paragraph fit in with your last?
Does what you say follow from the evidence?

Is this the most important problem to consider?
Is this the central idea to focus on?
Which of these facts are most important?

Do | have any vested interest in this issue?
Am | sympathetically representing the viewpoints
of others?

i. Atits simplest, dialogue is mutual listening (Rinaldi'!):

0 https://www.criticalthinking.org/files/Concepts_Tools.pdf
" The quote by Rinaldi is from a conference speech at University of Victoria in 2012. For more from her on
listening read https://docdrop.org/static/drop-pdf/The-Pedagogy-of-Listening_Retyped-Qh7xS.pdf
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ii. “Listening plays an important part in achieving an objective that has

always characterized our experience in Reggio: the search for meaning”

(Rinaldi):

Listening should be sensitive to the patterns

that connect ws to others. Our understanding and
our own being are a small part of a broader, inte-
grated knowledge that holds the universe
together.

Listening should be open and sensitive to the
need to listen and be listened to, and the need
to listen with oil our senses, not just with our ears.

Listening should recognize the many languages,
symbols and codes that people use in order to
express themselves and communicate.

Listening to ourselves, "internal listening,*
encourages s to listen lo others but, in turn, &
generated when others listen to us.

Listening as time. When you realty listen, you get
into the time of dialogue and interior reflection, an
interior time that 5 made up of the present but
also past and future time and is, therefore, outside
chronological time. It & a time full of silences.

Listening & generated by curiosity, desire, doubt
and uncertainty. This B not insecurity but the
reassurance that every "truth" is so only if we are
aware of its limits and its possible falsification.

Listening produces questions, not answers.

Listening 5 emotion. It 5 generated by
emotions; it & influenced by the emotions of
others; and it stimulates emotions.

Listening should welcome and be open to
diferences recognizing the value of the other's
point of view and interpretation.

Listening & an active verb, which involves giving
an interpretation, giving meaning to the
message and value to those who are being
listened to by others.

Listening & not easy. It requires a deep
awareness and a suspension of our judgements
and prejudices. It requires openness to change.
It demands that we value the unknown, and
overcome the feelings of emptiness and
precariousness that we experience when our
certainties are questioned.

Listening removes the individual from
anonymity (and children cannot bear to be
anonymous). It legitimizes us and gives s
visibility. It enriches both those who listen and
those who produce the message.

Listening & the basis for any leaming relation-
ship. Through action and reflection, learmning
takes shape in the mind of the subject and,
through representation and exchange, becomes
knowledge and skill.

Listening takes place within a "listening context,®
where one leams to listen and narrate, and each
individual feels legitimized to represent and offer
interpretations of her or his theories through
action, emotion, expression and representation,
using symbols and images (the "hundred
languages”). Understanding and awareness are
generated through sharing and dialogue.




