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Models and Frameworks 

Levels of 
Analysis 
(LOAs) 

- Helps you focus on the right questions when finding answers. 
- Shows different ways of thinking, which helps you organize your reading and 

writing by pointing to various levels (ways to think). 

Systems 
Thinking 

- Builds on the definition of system. Closely related to model and framework. 
- Helps you break things down into parts, making it easier to observe things 

and helping you find connections and patterns. 
- Useful for learning about something, because it makes complex things 

easier to understand. 

Thinking 
Made Visible 

- Helps you use reading and writing as a tool for thinking, such as by helping 
you make your learning visible. 

- Provides a model for viewing (understanding) reading and writing as related 
systems (or as subsystems of a larger system). 

- Helps you see the role of language (and other symbol systems) in shaping 
how you view and understand reality. This is especially important in practical 
theory (such as literary theory or legal theory) and in conceptual theory 
(such as philosophy, which can also be practical). 

- Thinking made visible builds on the definition of theory and on the following 
systems/subsystems: Five Fs, Seven Cs, LOAs, and Six Stages. You will 
use these systems/subsystems to learn the course material. You will also 
use this to develop an understanding of things, which requires that you 
explain things using theory and theories (and systems, models, frameworks, 
etc.). 

- Five Fs are the inputs of system (focus, form, filler, flow, and feeling).  
- Seven Cs are the outputs of the system (clear, coherent, cohesive, creative, 

constructive, critical, connected). 
- Six Stages are the steps of the process (the interactions of inputs/outputs). 
- The LOAs are the function of the system (levels of the function). 

Bloom’s 
Taxonomy 

- This is a widely used model that serves the same function as the LOAs. 

Graham’s 
Hierarchy of 
Disagreement 

- This is a model to help you engage in constructive disagreement or dialogue 
(or any form of constructive inquiry to help you understand something or 
someone). 

Taxonomy of 
Creative 
Design 

- This is a model to help you construct knowledge (to create something 
through principles of design or a design process). 

Zone of 
Proximal 
Development 

- This is model to help you understand the connection between social 
relationships, language, and learning/development. 

- This course applies this model in how the course is taught. 
 

 



Levels of Analysis (LOAs) 

- Theory explains how or why things are as they are (reality), using systematic and rigorous 
analysis or research.  

- The LOAs help you ask questions in the process of understanding and explaining using 
theory. 

- You will use the LOAs for every assignment and throughout every lesson.  
- You must be able to list, define, and provide the correct key question for each level. 

Synthesis: To combine two or more theories into a new theory How does it combine? 

Metacognition: To think about thinking  How do I know? 

Reflect: To explain the value or significance of something Why does it matter? 

Connect: To explain how things are connected How does it connect? 

Explain: To understand how or why things are as they (to have a theory, 
based in reality, that explains) 

Why? 
How? 

Describe: To be able to understand the various parts, inputs, outputs, 
functions, and other aspects of things (to know what something is, to 
know what it does, to be able to provide evidence and examples of things)  

Who? 
What? 
Where? 
When? 
What quantity? 

  

In this course, you must apply the LOAs. This requires that you must do all the levels: (1) describe, 
(2) explain, (3) connect, (4) reflect, (5) metacognition, and (6) synthesis. It also requires that you ask 
the right questions as you work through the process of analysis. 

To apply the LOAs, you must also know what is meant by “scholarship,” “scholar,” “knowledge,” and 
“the production of knowledge”. 

Systems Thinking 

- A system is a bunch of parts that work together, and that do more working together than they 
would on their own. 

- Systems thinking is breaking complex things into parts (viewing it as a system) and then 
understanding and explaining how and why the parts work together. Systems thinking helps 
you understand how the parts fit into the whole, which is also called “holistic thinking”. 

 



 

 

SEVEN Cs 

Clear To be clear, you must use FOCUS and you must have one thesis that you fully support, 
using evidence that makes sense to the reader in relation to the thesis. 

Coherent To be coherent (make sense), your theory must explain reality and your evidence must 
support the claim you are making (that your theory explains reality). You use FILLER to 
support your thesis and you use FOCUS to have a thesis that makes sense. 

Cohesive To be cohesive, your evidence and thesis must connect in ways that make sense and support 
each other. You use FLOW and FORM, but your argument (thesis) must also connect to 
your FILLER (transitions, roadmaps, and signposts alone won’t be enough for cohesion).  

Creative To be creative, you must apply the LOAs and research process to produce knowledge that 
reflects your own synthesis and that reflects your own approach to understanding and 
explaining things. Your FOCUS and FEELING reflects your creativity. 

Constructive To be constructive and critical, you must understand and explain things using the LOAs and 
using both critical (questioning) and constructive (building) thinking. This requires 
metacognition, revision, dialogue, rigour, application of models, and using models and 
frameworks for inquiry. 

Critical 

Connected To be connected, you must apply synthesis and connection (from the LOAs) as part of your 
thinking process. Apply the LOAs, use the SIX STAGES, and use systems and rigour. 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 


