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Part I – Key Concepts Section 

1. Define: 

a. aesthetic 

b. argument 

c. axiology  

d. cosmology 

e. debate 

f. development 

g. dialectic 

h. dialogue 

i. epistemology 

j. ethics  

k. inquiry 

l. justice 

m. knowledge 

n. learning 

o. Levels of Analysis 

i. conceptual 

ii. empirical  

iii. metacognition 

iv. synthesis 

p. metaphysics 
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q. ontology 

r. philosophy 

s. polity 

t. rigorous 

u. scholarly 

v. system 

w. systematic 

x. theory 

2. Explain: 

a. How reading and writing connect to the idea of “thinking made visible” in 

relation to this course (how you study and learn in the course) 

b. Vygotsky’s Zone of Proximal Development  

i. Cognitive Cliff 

ii. Approximation with Intensification 

c. How philosophers “find the truth” thorough a “reasonable, reliable method to find 

the truth” by “seeking out good arguments” using the chapter “Logic for 

Metaphysics” as a guide (Ney). In your answer, include: 

i. Define “argument” 

ii. Define “premise” 

iii. Define “predicate” 

iv. Define “variable” 

v. Define “validity” (valid argument, invalid argument) 

vi. Define “conclusion” 
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vii. Demonstrate that you can use the “numbered premise form” 

viii. Explain how to provide a “counterexample” to an argument 

ix. Define “contradiction” 

x. Explain how to test an argument for validity (soundness) 

xi. Define “principle of charity” 

xii. Define “enthymemes”  

xiii. Describe “deductive reasoning” 

xiv. Describe “inductive reasoning” 

xv. Explain how and why philosophers use systems of logic 

Part II – Levels of Analysis Section 

1. Answer the following three questions, in the time (150 minutes) and space (test packet) 

provided, applying the Levels of Analysis, and using the readings provided (closed note): 

a. Do I exist? 

b. Does anything exist? 

c. Does knowledge exist? 

Learning Story – Metacognition and Synthesis Section 

1. Write a five-paragraph narrative essay that explains how or why you learned a key 

concept or important skill over the course of the first half of the term 

 


