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Notes: 

1. Title: Sample Article 

2. Author: Bob Jones 

3. Date of publication: 2024 

4. Genre: Peer-reviewed journal article 

5. Credit: Copied answers from Joe, who worked with Sam and Edward 

6. Topic: Practical uses of philosophy, such as deciding whom to marry 

7. Argument: Philosophy is practical and can help you decide major decisions. 

8. Supporting points: 

a. Asking questions is more important to knowing than having answers. 

b. The only things that matter are survival and happiness. 

c. Philosophy can help you ask meaningful questions, such as “will you be mine?”. 

9. Key points: 

a. “According to Smith, ‘rich people can ask good questions’ and that proves why 

asking questions matters so much” (12). 

b. “One in two people want to be happier than others around them” (14). 

c. “When asked, many people will simply lie about what matters most to them” (23). 
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10. Discussion questions: 

a. Why is Jones so concerned about the number of unicorns in ancient stories, 

especially since this has nothing to do with the main point of the paper? 

b. Can you be happy without asking questions? 

11. Connect 

a. Marriage rights should be revoked to punish bad people. 

12. Reflect 

a. Asking questions matters because it helps you explore and investigate.  

Summary: 

 Jones’s essay Sample Article explains how asking questions helps people solve major 

problems in daily life. This shows how practical philosophy really is. The first main point is that 

asking questions is more important to knowing than having answers. Jones writes, “asking 

questions is all you need to survive and thrive” (17). This shows how important questions really 

are. The second main point is that the only things that matter are survival and happiness, which 

Jones supports though his example of whales in the Arctic singing whale songs at night (12). The 

whales show how important happiness is to human societies who live near the ocean. The third 

point is that “humans love whales” (18) and therefore we should be happier when asking about 

why this is the case. Sample Article connects to the need for people to talk to clowns, who also 

lead to questions and answers that matter. The significance of the article is summed up in the one 

word joy.  

 


