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The Ontological Barrier of Artificial Intelligence (Yacobi) 

1. Define the “AI Ontological Barrier” (Yacobi 78). 

2. Explain how, according to the text, the human mind develops differently from how an AI 

system is created. 

3. According Meleau-Ponty, what are some of the life experiences that humans have that an 

AI system lacks? 

4. How, according to the text, does human awareness of death and having limited amount of 

time inspire people to be creative? 

5. Why, according to Yacobi, is it dangerous to let AI replace humans in jobs that require 

ethical or legal judgments, such as being a judge? 

What Are Ontologies, and Why Do We Need Them? (Chandrasekaran et al.) 

1. What is an "ontology" when it is used in AI? 

2. Why is ontological analysis important when building a knowledge system? 

3. Ontologies usually look like a "taxonomic tree" (Chandrasekaran et al. 22). What is the 

difference between the concepts found at the top levels of the tree versus those found at 

the bottom levels? 

4. How does a specific task or goal change what information is put into an ontology? Use 

the fruit example from the text to explain your answer. 

5. How can a shared ontology help different businesses, like electronic-device 

manufacturers, work more efficiently? 


