Al-generated (Google Gemini)

Pedagogical Directive: On the Utilization and
Limitations of Machine-Generated Syntheses

Al-generated summaries serve as an effective heuristic for preliminary scaffolding and pre-
reading preparation. Please be advised that while these syntheses have undergone a cursory
instructor vetting to ensure general conceptual plausibility and macro-accuracy, they must not be
conflated with a comprehensive or definitive rendering of the material.

To optimize your engagement with this course, maintain a rigorous distinction between the
auxiliary tool and the primary literature:

The Primacy of the Canonical Text: The original, human-authored scholarly text remains the
absolute benchmark for conceptual comprehension. Syntheses, by their nature, compress data
and inevitably omit nuanced arguments, historical exigencies, and critical subtexts.

The Vector of Assessment: Evaluative metrics—including examinations, critical journals,
seminar discussions, and quizzes—are derived exclusively from the granular architecture of the
primary readings. Success in these metrics requires an analytical fluency that machine
summaries cannot reproduce.

Cognitive and Propedeutic Objectives: While the Al summary offers an immediate conceptual
orientation, the primary literature is intentionally selected to cultivate advanced textual literacy,
situate arguments within their specific historiographical contexts, and introduce the rigorous
methodologies of philosophical inquiry.

Caveat Emptor: Students must remain hyper-vigilant regarding the epistemic limitations of
Large Language Models. During the curation process, numerous generated outputs were rejected
due to severe hallucinations, the introduction of extrinsic biographical or historical data absent
from the source, or outright logical incoherence. Treat the summary as a provisional map, but
recognize that the original text is the terrain itself.

Provenance Note: These introductory synopses were engineered using Google Gemini. The
instructor supplied verbatim extractions of the primary source material and prompted the model
to generate a baseline infrastructural summary.




