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For this essay, you will choose one of the ten prompts below. Your goal is not to summarize a 

philosopher's ideas, but to use their tools to build your own persuasive argument that is 

connected to your life today. 

• Philosophical Argumentation: Take a clear stand (a thesis) on the question and defend 

it using logic, evidence, and reasoning. Anticipate what someone disagreeing with you 

might say and explain why your argument holds up. 

• Analytic Synthesis: Take philosophical concept and blend it seamlessly with a real-

world issue. Show how philosophical  ideas can unlock solutions to today's problems. 

1. The Algorithm of Choice 

• The Modern Dilemma: Social media algorithms, targeted advertisements, and AI tools 

predict your next move, curate what you see, and quietly shape your desires. 

• The Philosophical Question: To what extent do we still possess true free will and 

personal choice in a world heavily engineered by digital algorithms? 

• Your Philosophical Toolkit: Use Jean-Paul Sartre’s existentialist framework. 

Incorporate his ideas on absolute agency, personal responsibility, and "bad faith" (the act 

of pretending you don't have a choice when you actually do). 

2. The Infrastructure of Silence 

• The Modern Dilemma: From text notifications to viral trends, we live in an era of non-

stop digital noise. This constant stream of external input leaves very little room for quiet, 

independent reflection. 
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• The Philosophical Question: How can individuals break free from digital conformity to 

discover their own authentic voice and think for themselves? 

• Your Philosophical Toolkit: Use Immanuel Kant’s essay What is Enlightenment? to 

focus on the meaning of intellectual autonomy—the brave and independent use of reason 

over blind, comfortable obedience. 

3. The Digital Fossil 

• The Modern Dilemma: With internet archives, deepfakes, and social feeds constantly 

being edited, deleted, or rewritten in real-time, our digital world often lacks a reliable, 

permanent connection to objective truth or reality. 

• The Philosophical Question: How does living in a constantly shifting digital reality 

distort our understanding of history and truth – to what is real? 

• Your Philosophical Toolkit: Use Plato’s Allegory of the Cave and connect this ancient 

thought experiment (where prisoners mistake shadows on a wall for reality) to modern 

media manipulation, influencer culture, or political propaganda. 

4. The Eco-Centric Shift 

• The Modern Dilemma: Modern concrete cities, industrialization, and digital screens 

heavily insulate humans from natural ecosystems, keeping us indoors and disconnected 

from the earth. 

• The Philosophical Question: Can human beings build a balanced, deeply fulfilled 

civilization if our daily lives completely isolate us from the natural world? 
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• Your Philosophical Toolkit: Use Aristotle’s Nicomachean Ethics and focus specifically 

on his concept of eudaimonia (human flourishing) and how our physical environments 

and daily habits shape our ability to live well. 

5. The Tyranny of Positivity 

• The Modern Dilemma: Social media feeds frequently demand a culture of "toxic 

positivity," where users are expected to highlight only their best moments and filter away 

genuine suffering. 

• The Philosophical Question: Why are difficult human experiences—such as grief, 

anger, and vulnerability—necessary components of a meaningful life, rather than flaws to 

be hidden? 

• Your Philosophical Toolkit: Use Viktor Frankl’s Man’s Search for Meaning to analyze 

how true human purpose is discovered not by avoiding pain, but through the attitude we 

choose when facing inevitable hardships. 

6. Value Beyond Output 

• The Modern Dilemma: High-stress academic environments and social media metrics 

often pressure students to tie their entire self-worth to grades, productivity, and constant 

achievement. 

• The Philosophical Question: How can an individual find intrinsic value in being human 

when modern society primarily measures them by what they do (what they produce)? 

• Your Philosophical Toolkit: Use Albert Camus’s essay The Myth of Sisyphus to 

evaluate how his imagery of Sisyphus—doomed to push a boulder up a hill for eternity 
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only to watch it roll back down—connects to how we find internal meaning in repetitive 

or exhausting daily routines. 

7. The Hyper-Individual Divide 

• The Modern Dilemma: Hyper-targeted algorithms separate internet users into 

customized political and social echo chambers, making it incredibly difficult for citizens 

to understand or talk to one another. 

• The Philosophical Question: How can a society build a unified, cooperative community 

when its citizens are divided into different digital realities? 

• Your Philosophical Toolkit: Use Thomas Hobbes’s concept of the State of Nature to 

draw parallels between his description of a chaotic world ruled by isolated self-interest 

and our modern fragmented digital landscape. 

8. The Cognitive Divide 

• The Modern Dilemma: Emerging biotech and genetic therapies might one day allow 

wealthy families to purchase advanced memory, focus, and other cognitive upgrades for 

their children or themselves. 

• The Philosophical Question: If intelligence and mental capability become products that 

only the rich can afford, how does this change our understanding of social justice and 

human equality? 

• Your Philosophical Toolkit: Use Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels’s The Communist 

Manifesto to synthesize ideas on historical class struggle and economic division in 

arguing what happens when wealth creates a literal, biological class divide. 
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9. The Reclaimed Lexicon 

• The Modern Dilemma: Corporate buzzwords, political spin, and public relations jargon 

often mask bad behavior, stripping language of its emotional weight and true meaning. 

• The Philosophical Question: To what extent does the manipulation of language by 

powerful institutions limit our freedom of thought and our ability to challenge unfair 

systems? 

• Your Philosophical Toolkit: Use John Stuart Mill’s On Liberty as a start when 

explaining how arguments regarding freedom of speech, the importance of challenging 

unchallenged dogmas, and resisting social conformity affect freedom and justice in 

society. 

10. The Interface of Indifference 

• The Modern Dilemma: In massive corporations and tech firms, employees are often 

siloed into hyper-specific tasks—like writing a single line of code or filling out a 

spreadsheet—without ever seeing the harmful real-world impact their company creates. 

• The Philosophical Question: How do modern bureaucratic systems and administrative 

routines make ordinary, well-meaning individuals complicit in systemic cruelty? 

• Your Philosophical Toolkit: Use Hannah Arendt’s framework from Eichmann in 

Jerusalem: A Report on the Banality of Evil and explore how her concept of 

thoughtlessness—the terrifying way ordinary people abdicate their conscience to simply 

“do their job” affects society today. 

 


