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Glossary Part II (Units VI, VII, VIII) — Philosophy 12 — TomKertes.ca
Philosophy

1. Philosophy: A word that literally means "love of wisdom." It is the study of the most
basic, deepest questions about life, knowledge, right and wrong, and the universe.
2. Metaphysics: Study of the nature of reality, the study of existence...

a. “Metaphysics is the study of the nature of reality or what sorts of things are real; it
also seeks basic criteria or first principles for Image of a person seeking to pass
through the boundaries of reality to what lies beyond determining what sorts of
things are real. It can address such topics as space and time, determinism and free
will, God, mind and matter, identity and change, and more. Questions can range
from ‘Why do I exist?’ and ‘What is the meaning of life?’ to ‘Does the world exist
outside of the mind?”” (University of Wisconsin-Madison').

3. Cosmology: Study of the physical universe. The study of the universe as a whole. It
looks at how the universe started, what it is made of, and how it changes over time.

a. “Cosmology deals with the physical situation that is the context in the large for
human existence: the universe has such a nature that our life is possible” (Smeenk
and Ellis?).

4. Ontology: The study of what there is...
a. Ontology is thus a philosophical discipline that encompasses besides the study of

what there is and the study of the general features of what there is also the study

" https://researchguides.library.wisc.edu/c.php?g=178198&p=1462411
2Smeenk, Christopher and George Ellis, "Philosophy of Cosmology", The Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy (Winter 2017 Edition), Edward N.
Zalta (ed.), URL = <https://plato.stanford.edu/archives/win2017/entries/cosmology/>.
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of what is involved in settling questions about what there is in general, especially
for the philosophically tricky cases” (Thomas?).

5. Political Philosophy: Focuses on how a polity should be governed, with a polity being A
group of people organized under a government or political system, like a nation-stateor
country. This branch of philosophy studies rights, justice, governance, law, power,
authority, war, politics, etc.

6. Ethics (Moral Philosophy): The study of right and wrong. It helps us figure out how we
should treat other people and what responsibilities we have in a society.

a. “Ethics is the branch of philosophy that deals with questions about what is
morally right and wrong, good and bad, fair and unfair. It involves the systematic
study of principles and values that guide human conduct. Ethics seeks to establish
standards of behavior that promote the well-being of individuals and society. It
encompasses various theories and approaches to understanding moral principles,
including deontology, consequentialism, and virtue ethics. By examining ethical
principles, we can make informed decisions that align with our values and
promote a just society” (Routledge®).

7. Epistemology: The study of knowledge. It asks big questions like: What is knowledge?
How do we know what is true? Can we trust our senses?

a. “The term ‘epistemology’ comes from the Greek words ‘episteme’ and ‘logos’.
‘Episteme’ can be translated as ‘knowledge’ or “‘understanding’ or “acquaintance”,

while ‘logos’ can be translated as ‘account’ or ‘argument’ or ‘reason’. Just as each

3 Hofweber, Thomas, "Logic and Ontology", The Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy (Summer 2023 Edition), Edward N. Zalta & Uri Nodelman
(eds.), URL = <https://plato.stanford.edu/archives/sum2023/entries/logic-ontology/>.
4 https://blog.routledge.com/humanities-and-media-arts/what-is-ethics/
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of these different translations captures some facet of the meaning of these Greek
terms, so too does each translation capture a different facet of epistemology itself.
Although the term ‘epistemology’ is no more than a couple of centuries old, the
field of epistemology is at least as old as any in philosophy.[1] In different parts
of its extensive history, different facets of epistemology have attracted attention.
Plato’s epistemology was an attempt to understand what it was to know, and how
knowledge (unlike mere true opinion) is good for the knower. Locke’s
epistemology was an attempt to understand the operations of human
understanding, Kant’s epistemology was an attempt to understand the conditions
of the possibility of human understanding, and Russell’s epistemology was an
attempt to understand how modern science could be justified by appeal to sensory
experience” (Matthias and Neta®).

8. Axiology (Value Theory): The study of values. It asks what makes things valuable, good,

or bad—covering both moral values (ethics) and artistic values (beauty).
a. “The term “value theory” is used in at least three different ways in philosophy. In

its broadest sense, ‘value theory’ is a catch-all label used to encompass all
branches of moral philosophy, social and political philosophy, aesthetics, and

sometimes feminist philosophy and the philosophy of religion” (Schroeder®).

Critical Thinking: Analyzing and evaluating an issue fairly and objectively so you can form a

smart, reasoned judgment.

5 Steup, Matthias and Ram Neta, "Epistemology", The Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy (Fall 2025 Edition), Edward N. Zalta & Uri Nodelman
(eds.), URL = <https://plato.stanford.edu/archives/fall2025/entries/epistemology/>.

8 Schroeder, Mark, "Value Theory", The Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy (Fall 2025 Edition), Edward N. Zalta & Uri Nodelman (eds.), URL =
<https://plato.stanford.edu/archives/fall2025/entries/value-theory/>.
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1. Systems Thinking

a. system: A group of connected parts or ideas that work together to form a
complete whole (like a bicycle, a computer program, or a set of laws) and that do
more together than on their own.

b. systematic: Breaking something down into parts and seeing how the parts work
together in a holistic way, using an organized and rigorous process of research.

2. Theory

a. theoretical: A deep, systematic explanation of how things really are, focusing on
the "why" and "how" rather than just basic facts.

b. theory: An organized set of ideas meant to explain how something works or why
something happens, backed up by logic or evidence, and using rigorous and
systematic analysis.

c. concept: An idea or object of thought that you cannot see or touch with your
physical senses, examples of concepts are truth, beauty, and justice.

d. conceptual: Looking at a problem by focusing strictly on the ideas and the
meanings of the words, rather than looking at physical facts.

3. Knowledge: Believing something that matches objective reality, with facts or logic to
prove it. For an idea to count as "knowledge," it cannot just be a personal opinion, a
feeling, or a guess, as it must be a fact about reality (as it is) that remains true whether
people believe it or not.

4. Learning and Development

a. Learning: The process of gaining new knowledge, skills, or behaviors through

studying, practicing, or being taught.
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b. Development: The process of growing, changing, or becoming more advanced

(like an idea getting better and more detailed the more you think about it).
5. Logical Reasoning:

a. Argument: A series of statements where someone presents reasons to defend a
specific claim. In philosophy, it is not an angry yelling match, nor is it just a
single person's opinion.

b. Validity: validity (valid or invalid): Validity is purely about the logical connection
between statements. An argument is valid if there is absolutely no possible way
for its premises to be true while its conclusion is false. An argument is invalid if it
is possible for all the premises to be true, but the conclusion still turns out false.

c. Soundness: d

d. Inference: “Inferences are steps in logical reasoning, moving from premises to
logical consequences. Inference is traditionally divided into deduction and
induction, a distinction that dates at least to Aristotle (300s BC). A third type of
inference, abduction, has been proposed” (Wikipedia?).

i. Types of inference...
1. Abduction: A style of argument where you look at the clues you
have and form the most likely guess or best explanation.
a. “Abductive reasoning is usually understood as an inference
from an observation to a fact explaining this observation”

(Wikipedia®).

7 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Inference [June 25, 2026]
8 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Logical_reasoning [June 25, 2026]
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b. “[A] type of reasoning is ABDUCTION, which is often
described as inference to the best explanation (and,
unfortunately for those of you looking for an injection of
excitement and mystery into this introduction, it has
nothing to do with being taken away by aliens in the middle
of the night). Abductive reasoning usually draws on an
inductive understanding of the world, but is distinguished
from induction, in part, because of the direction that your
reasoning takes you (that is, the direction of the inference)”
(Hayward®).

2. Deduction: A style of argument where you start with general
statements to arrive at a specific conclusion that is guaranteed to be
true. Deductive reasoning is style of logic where the premises
strictly guarantee the conclusion. In a valid deductive argument, if
the premises are true, the conclusion must be true.

a. “Deductive reasoning is the mental process of drawing
deductive inferences. Deductively valid inferences are the
most reliable form of inference: it is impossible for their
conclusion to be false if all the premises are true. This
means that the truth of the premises ensures the truth of the

conclusion” (Wikipedia).

® Hayward, Jeremy, et al. AQA a-Level Philosophy Year 1 and AS : Epistemology and Moral Philosophy, Hodder Education Group, 2017. ProQuest
Ebook Central, http://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/hrsfc-ebooks/detail.action?docID=4938489.
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b. “All arguments involve progressing from premises to a
conclusion. But what is distinctive about a DEDUCTIVE
ARGUMENT is that if the premises are true, then the
conclusion must also be true. In other words, in a deductive
argument, if we accept the premises, then we are forced
into accepting the conclusion as well; it is impossible for
the reasons to be true and the conclusion to be false. Such
arguments are also called ‘deductively valid’ or simply
‘valid’” (Hayward).

3. Induction: A style of argument where you use specific
observations or facts to make a general conclusion that is likely,
but not 100% certain. Inductive reasoning is a style of logic where
the premises do not 100% guarantee the conclusion, but they
provide strong enough evidence to make the conclusion reasonable
to believe. For example, noting that the sun has risen every day up
until now gives you strong evidence that it will rise tomorrow, but
it isn't an absolute logical guarantee.

a. “Inductive reasoning starts from a set of individual
instances and uses generalization to arrive at a universal
law governing all cases” (Wikipedia).

b. “[Induction] involves generalising about how the world is
and/or will be. The two key types of induction are:

(A) Generalising from the past to the future — for example,
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observing that the number 343 bus has been late every day
this week, so believing it will be late again today.

(B) Generalising from a restricted number of cases to an
unrestricted number (all cases) — for example, observing
that all life forms on earth are carbon-based so claiming
that all life forms in the universe are carbon-based.”

(Hayward).

Academic Pluralism

1. Academic: Academic refers to schools, colleges, and university (institutions committed
to education and the pursuit of knowledge). For example, a teacher or a professor is
called an “academic”. For another example, a university is called an “academy”. Finally,
“academic honours” are for students and scholars who excel at studies. Related to
“academic” is scholar, scholarly, and scholarship. All these words refer to education,
research, and knowledge.

2. Pluralism: Pluralism is the belief in, or state of, coexisting diversity — where different
cultures, religions, political viewpoints, and power centres coexist within a society or
group of societies. “Plural” means “more than one” and pluralism means that people who
disagree coexist, making viewpoint and cultural diversity possible. Canada is historically
a pluralistic democracy, or a society that values differences in belief, practice, and culture
within one society.

3. Discourse Strategies for Academic Pluralism

a. Open Inquiry: Asking questions and sharing ideas without the risk of censure.
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b. Viewpoint Diversity: Allowing diverse peoples with diverse perspectives to
come together and challenge claims, deepen understanding, and engage in
dialogue.

c. Constructive Disagreement: Discussing ideas and perspectives across lines of
difference that help us better understand our own viewpoints and those of others.

Censure: Censure is an official reprimand, or punishment, that condemns someone for
what they do or say (or their action). It can also be informal, such as when several people
condemn someone’s actions (or inactions).

Rights, responsibilities, and academic freedom of speech in a high school setting:

a. Adhere to the school’s Code of Conduct.

b. Engage in respectful and compassionate speech and discussion for the purpose of
supporting the education of all students (exercise viewpoint diversity, open
inquiry, constructive disagreement, and compassion).

c. Not engage in discriminatory speech, hate speech, defamatory speech, or
inappropriate speech, keeping in mind that this is a public school and a place of
employment...

i. Discriminatory speech, according to the Office of the Human Rights
Commissioner, is speech that discriminates or intends to discriminate
against a group of people because of characteristics including race, place
of origin, religion, disability, sex and gender identity”” and for expression
to be “discriminatory” it must be expressed in a public way (flyer, notice,

article, speech, etc.) and must intend to make a highly negative distinction
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between groups, and it must intend to create highly negative consequences
for the targeted group.

ii. Hate speech is speech that is expressed publicly, targets a person or group
based on race, religion, or sexual orientation (or other protected
characteristic), uses extreme language to express hatred towards that group
of people because of their protected characteristic, likely to expose them to
detestation and vilification.

iii. Defamatory speech is public communication that hurts someone’s
reputation by making a false statement. If spoken, it is called slander. If
written, it is called libel.

iv. Inappropriate speech is not allowed according to the policies and Code of

Conduct of the school.

Tools for Philosophers: Reading, writing, reasoning, and dialogue are the four core practices
that philosophers use to look closely at reality, understand complex issues, clear up their
thoughts, and share knowledge with others; these are the means of the production of knowledge,
which is scholarship — the work of scholars (such as university research professors, theorists,

authors, researchers, etc.).

1. Reading (pre-reading, reading, pre-writing, notetaking, reflection and connection, etc.)
2. Writing (Six Stages of Writing, Levels of Analysis, Five Fs, Seven Cs, etc.)
3. Reasoning (logic, critical thinking, Levels of Analysis, etc.)

4. Dialogue (truthful and meaning exchange of ideas through mutual listening)
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a. dialectic: A way of finding the truth by exchanging different opinions. Two
people with opposite ideas talk things out to find common ground or a smarter,
combined answer.

b. dialogue: A conversation between people where everyone shares ideas to

understand each other better, rather than trying to "win" a fight.

Cognitive Toolbox

1. System: A bunch of things working together that do more together than on their own.

2. Model: A structural guide, plan, or framework used to show how different parts connect
and interact to explain reality.

3. Knowledge: Believing something that matches objective reality, with facts or logic to
prove it. For an idea to count as "knowledge," it cannot just be a personal opinion, a
feeling, or a guess, as it must be a fact about reality (as it is) that remains true whether
people believe it or not.

4. Zone of Proximal Development: The Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD) is the gap
between what a learner can do independently and what they can achieve with guidance. It
is the process by which learning proceeds development, or the process that results in
learning that supports development (increased capacity, greater maturity achieved
through learning).

5. Approximation with Intensification: Rather than wait for perfection, as soon as you
demonstrate approximate (partial) learning, the target is moved to a harder and more

difficult concept or skills.
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6. Cognitive Cliff: When you are ready to enter the ZPD, the teacher pushes you off of the
cliff and makes you enter the ZPD on your own. This helps you learn and develop
quickly.

7. Learning: The process of gaining new knowledge, skills, or behaviors through studying,
practicing, or being taught.

8. Development: The process of growing, changing, or becoming more advanced (like an
idea getting better and more detailed the more you think about it).

9. VKkgotsky!'’: Scholar whose theory of learning and development is the basis for how this
course is taught (along with Freire!!, Arendt!?, etc.).

10. Constructivism: “Constructivism is a theory proposing that humans do not passively
receive information; instead, they actively construct their own understanding and
knowledge of the world through experiences, cognitive processes, and social interactions.
The meaning of constructivism varies depending on the field, though all branches share
the core idea that reality and knowledge are built rather than passively discovered. Its
applications span several core disciplines” (Wikipedia!?).

11. Logic: A reasoning tool used to make sure thoughts and arguments follow a clear, valid,
and sensible order.

12. metacognition: Metacognition is simply thinking about your own thinking. In a
philosophy class, it means being aware of your own mental processes. Instead of just
learning a piece of information, metacognition involves tracking your understanding

(knowing what you truly understand versus what you are still confused about), managing

10 https://tomkertes.ca/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/Vygotsky.pdf

" https://tomkertes.ca/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/reading.pdf

12 https://tomkertes.ca/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/arendt-hannah_thinking-and-moral-considerations-1971-autumn-copy.pdf
3 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Constructivism_(philosophy_of _education)
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your learning (catching yourself when you lose focus or realizing you need to change
your approach to solve a tough problem), and examining your thoughts (spotting your
own biases or questioning why you believe a certain conclusion). Basically,
metacognitive thinking is like stepping outside of your own mind to judge how well your

brain is learning, reasoning, and processing information.

Epistemology, Ethics, and Axiology:

1. the common good: The ultimate, comprehensive goal of the state or political community.
Unlike a military goal like "victory," its definition is inherently controversial and
ambiguous due to its all-embracing nature.

2. regime: The order, form, and specific manner of life that gives a society its unique
character. It represents the simultaneous form of a society's life, style, moral taste, state,
and government.

3. positivism: A philosophical approach maintaining that science is the highest form of
knowledge because it looks at relative knowledge of "the How" rather than absolute
knowledge of "the Why".

4. historicism: A philosophical rival to political philosophy which asserts that all human
thought, values, and understanding are entirely relative to specific historical periods.

5. lexical order: A strict ranking system (similar to alphabetical order in a dictionary)
where the first principle must be completely satisfied before you can move on to or
consider the next one. For example, the argument that protecting equal basic liberties
must always be fully settled before a society addresses economic inequalities.

6. social contract: A long-standing tradition in political philosophy where individuals agree

to cooperate under shared rules for mutual benefit. Rawls elevates this concept by
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focusing the contract on choosing fundamental principles of justice, rather than just
deciding who gets to run the government.

Justice as Fairness: The name John Rawls gives to his specific theory of justice. It
introduces the idea that the most fair rules for a society are those that free, equal, and
rational people would willingly agree to if they started from a position of perfect equality.
original position: An imaginary, hypothetical "starting point" where a group of people
comes together to choose the rules of justice for their society. It is a modern upgrade to
the older philosophical concept of the "state of nature".

veil of ignorance: A creative thought experiment where people in the original position
are blocked from knowing any personal details about themselves. Because they do not
know their own wealth, race, gender, intelligence, or physical strength, they cannot
design rules that unfairly favor themselves, resulting in a fair agreement for all.
utilitarianism: An ethical theory which argues that a society is justly organized if its
rules produce the greatest total amount of happiness or satisfaction across all people
combined. Rawls disagrees with this view because it allows the basic freedoms of a few
people to be sacrificed just to make the majority happier.

Ethics of Process: A major branch of political ethics that focuses on public officials, the
methods they use, and the institutions in which they operate. The central question of this
branch is how much the ethical rules governing political office differ from the moral rules
of everyday life, usually involving conflicts between means and ends.

Ethics of Policy: A major branch of political ethics that concentrates on judging the
actual laws and policies that governments make. Rather than asking what policies are

morally justifiable in a general sense, it looks at what can be justified as coercively
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enforced law when citizens hold fundamentally different moral values or belong to
different communities.

realism: An approach to political philosophy that argues theory must closely engage with
actual, real-world politics rather than idealized scenarios.

dogmatism: Being completely stubborn about your beliefs and refusing to question them.
A dogmatic person assumes they are 100% right and closes their mind to new ideas or
evidence. Philosophy helps people break free from dogmatism.

essence: The core feature that makes something exactly what it is. If you take this feature
away, the thing loses its identity. For example, the essence of a triangle is having three

sides; if it doesn't have three sides, it is no longer a triangle.



