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OVERVIEW AND PROMPTS 

Write a three-section (8-12 paragraph) synthesis essay that focuses on a truth and a priority. 

• Truth: What counts as real or proven in this scenario?  

(The epistemological foundation) 

• Priority: What matters more, or what is being sacrificed? 

(The axiological judgment) 

Connect your answer from the truth question to justify your answer from the priority question to 

form a synthesis that is supported using your own philosophical reasoning and evidence.  

For this essay, focus on your own analysis, rather than focusing on the analysis of other 

philosophers. That said, you may draw from any of the theories and examples in texts used 

throughout the course. 

PROMPT 1 

Data-Processing vs. True Understanding (Epistemology) 

Product vs. Processed Effort Value (Axiology) 

Imagine a student uses an advanced AI tool to generate a beautiful painting and a flawless 

history essay. The AI instantly processed millions of data points to create them. Does the AI 

actually "know" or understand what it created, or is it just mimicking patterns? Based on your 

stance, argue whether the resulting art and essay hold the same human worth, beauty, or merit as 

pieces created through years of human struggle and practice. 
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PROMPT 2 

Illusion vs. Objective Truth (Epistemology)  

The Worth of Authenticity vs. Hedonism/Comfort (Axiology) 

A new medical procedure allows people who have experienced terrible tragedies or heartbreak to 

completely erase those specific memories from their brains, replacing them with pleasant, 

fabricated ones. From a personal standpoint, is a life built on pleasant illusions just as good as a 

life built on painful realities? Argue whether rewriting our personal history alters who we are, 

and whether we have an obligation to hold onto the objective truth of our lives, even when it 

hurts. 

PROMPT 3 

Statistical Prediction vs. Observed Proof (Epistemology) 

Utilitarian Safety vs. The Inherent Rights of an Individual (Axiology). 

Imagine an algorithm is invented that can predict with 99% accuracy whether a teenager will 

commit a crime in the future based on their current online behavior and brain scans. If the math 

proves the prediction is almost certainly true, should society punish or restrict that teenager 

before they actually do anything wrong? Argue whether a statistical prediction counts as certain 

proof of guilt, and whether keeping society safe justifies treating a person based on what 

they might do. 
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PROMPT 4 

Theoretical/Rational Models vs. Direct Sensory Experience (Epistemology)  

Immediate Economic Value vs. Long-Term Global Duty (Axiology) 

Scientists create a flawless digital simulation of Earth that perfectly predicts the devastating 

effects of climate change. However, a powerful group of leaders refuses to believe the digital 

data because they cannot physically see or feel those changes happening in their own wealthy 

communities right now. How should we decide what is "real" when scientific models conflict 

with our personal, everyday experiences? Argue whether it is reckless to base major, expensive 

societal sacrifices on purely theoretical knowledge. 

PROMPT 5 

Skeptical Exposure of Flaws vs. Holistic Understanding (Epistemology) 

The Cynical vs. Charitable Value of Human Nature (Axiology) 

Imagine you are given a pair of glasses that allows you to see the absolute truth about any person 

you look at—including their hidden flaws, secret lies, and meanest thoughts. However, using 

these glasses means you can no longer see their capacity for kindness, their hidden struggles, or 

their potential to change. Write an essay arguing whether exposing someone's hidden flaws gives 

you a "truer" understanding of them, and whether looking at humanity through a lens of pure 

suspicion ruins our ability to find goodness in the world. 


