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Welcome to Philosophy 12! This course is designed around these big questions:

What is philosophy and why study it?
Do I exist?

Does anything exist?

Does knowledge exist?

What is the nature of knowledge?

Do I have rights? What is justice?
What is a “good life”?
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The course is introductory. That means that we will cover lots of ground. While the questions are deep, our
study of philosophy won’t require that you enter the course (or leave it) as an “expert” in philosophy.

As a novice scholar of philosophy, you will be expected to:

Learn the major “schools” of the discipline.

Learn about the history of major theorists and their theories.

Learn the basics of critical thinking and logic.

Dig into the each of the major questions.

Participate in philosophical discussions, which includes doing the readings in advance of seminars
(coming prepared).

6. Listen to the perspectives of others, using philosophical processes to engage in the big ideas of the
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course, and share your thoughts and ideas with the class.

You can meet your goal (or goals) for the course by...

LEARNING GOALS

My goal is to learn what philosophy is and to
have a better understanding of my own views
on the big questions of philosophy.

(If you attend regularly, do the work during
class, ask for help, and do all the in-class
reading and writing you can certainly meet
this goal.)

To achieve this goal, focus on:
- Skimming the readings in advance
- Listening to the lessons and taking
notes
- Asking questions, especially during
the seminar
- Sharing your own ideas and insights

My goal is to learn how to read at the pre-
university level or early university level by
learning critical thinking, research skills,
theoretical analysis, and philosophical
processes. | am interested in understanding
how to think with logic and how to use
argumentation to understand the reality of my
existence as best I can.

(This goal requires more than attending class
and doing the in-class work. You will likely
need to spend time reading at home, taking
notes, and writing reflections. You will also
spend time preparing for quizzes, journals,
exams, presentations, seminars, essays, etc.)

To achieve this goal, focus on:

- Pre-reading the readings (including
taking notes and writing reflections)
and preparing for the quizzes

- Listening to the lessons, taking notes,
asking questions, and writing journals

- Participating in the discussions and
seminars by listening and sharing
often

- Learning about the models and
theories for how to read and write at
the pre-university level

- Using the critical thinking models

- Learning key facts related to the
history of ideas




CREDENTIALING GOALS

My goal is to pass the course, so I have To achieve at least a 50, you should...

enough credit to graduate high school. - Attend regularly
- Do the in-class work
Learn how to read at the high school - Ask for help

level (read to learn; learn how to
remember what you read)

Learn to explain ideas using logic,
evidence, and sound reasoning
Learn how to take notes, write
summaries, and explain your ideas
Learn about the history of ideas

Focus on reading the texts (using the
summaries) and on taking notes

Share your thoughts and ideas in the
discussions and seminars

Even though philosophy is
“advanced” the course is designed for
students to pass (it is a high school
course, after all) so focus on the basics

My goalis to achieve a C or C+ (60-68).

To achieve at least 60-68, you should...

Focus on the goals for a 50

Be sure to complete all the
assignments that are required for the
grade you are aiming to achieve
Know that “approximation” means
that you are learning, and therefore
getting close to the target will usually
result in meeting your goal of a 60-68

My goalis to achieve a B or an A (75-86).

To achieve at least 75-86, you should...

Focus on achieving an 87 (because
the course is built around the idea that
advanced philosophical studies are
already “high level” work)
o Read in advance of each unit
o Take notes and ask questions
o Participate in discussions
o Participate in the student-led
conference
o Complete the presentation and
the two essays

My goalis to achieve a grade of 87-100.

Learn how to read and write at the
pre-university level (reading as
synthesis)

Learn how to think critically using
logic, philosophical thinking, and
theory

Learn the history of Western
philosophy and how this history
contributes to modern society

Learn how to participate in dialogue
Learn how to write a synthesis essay
Learn how to write a philosophy essay
Learn how to lead a discussion and
how to give a philosophy presentation

To achieve at least 87+, you should...

Recognize that the nature of the
course leans toward grades of 90-96
(for students with this goal in mind)
(meaning: the course is designed to
bring out the level of analysis and
quality of work to achieve this; it is
“built-into” the course design)

Focus on the presentation and essays
Submit early drafts for feedback
Focus on revision (re-thinking,
making thoughts visible, deepening
your understanding through revision)
Focus on learning facts about the
history of ideas and theories of reality




